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In  the  Bag  Claire’s  Comments  
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Notes on CSA Harvest #20 for 2006 
 

The best news of the week is that the water line is replaced and 
in good working order!  After a brief meeting on Thursday morning last, 
the various parties worked out a way for both the farm to have water 
and for the housing construction and landscaping to progress as 
planned.  The return of our water supply inspired Maggie and me to 
work on our own song earlier this week.  It was all about rejoicing in the 
water in our hoses and holding off the water from the sky. 

As I’m sure you all have noticed by now, it’s cold out there!  
And as you may or may not have noticed, it’s still dark at 7:00 AM.  This 
week it was cold, dark, and rainy when the crew arrived in the field.  We 
were a motley bunch of harvesters, I have to say.  Jenny arrived in a 
fancy-schmancy, red sailing slicker and pants.  After hours of carrot 
washing last week wore out her usual gear, a friend of Jenny’s (and a 
fellow CSA member) offered up her sailing gear as replacement.  Jenny 
was definitely the top of the line in harvest wear yesterday.  From there 
we ranged from formally lovely rain gear now held together with string 
and duct tape to jeans and plastic bags in or over our shoes.  It all 
worked more or less.  Some of us left the field more or less wet and 
cold than others, but we got the job done first. 

The second best news of the harvest day was that we only had 
three crops to pull out the field.  The potatoes, garlic, and squash were 
all harvested weeks ago now.  We only had to pack those.  And Maggie 
and I had already pulled in the carrots, Brussels sprouts, and peppers 
on Monday and Tuesday.  So that left only leeks, greens, and herbs for 
Wednesday.  With our water line working, we were able to polish off 
those tasks in a scant three hours.  Not bad at all for a bunch of wet 
toes and numb fingers.   

After the harvest was in the cooler, we gathered in the tomato 
section to begin the clean up.  That means freeing the now black and 
slimy tomato vines from their trellis and preparing the field for tilling.  No 
one looks forward to this job.  Rotten tomatoes are stinky!  But we 
somehow finished untie a full half of the tomato vines before we quit for 
lunch.  Pretty impressive. 

This is how it goes in the fall.  Harvest, harvest.  Clean, clean.  
Maggie and I have a list of tasks that need to be completed before we 
go inside and start drinking tea while we work.  It’s still a long list right 
now, but we are beginning to cross things off.  Only one more CSA 
harvest to go.  Only one more CSA pick-up, and plenty of food to 
include in it.  Then we plant garlic, till and plant cover crops, wash the 
harvest buckets and clean out the shed, make soil for the spring 
greenhouse, move the tractor to its winter home, etc. 

One of the things I am definitely doing after this list of chores is 
done, is looking for new rain gear for spring! 
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Traditional Hmong Backpack 
Weaving 
Friday, 20 October, 6 to 9 PM AND 
Saturday, 21 October, 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
(Please plan to attend both sessions.) 
 
Artists Tong Va Lor and Chue Vang 
(Lor) will teach traditional Hmong 
backpack weaving. With the help of 
translators, Tong Va and Chue will share 
their culture and artistic talents with 
community members. In Laos, people 
weave backpacks out of natural 
materials, often incorporating traditional 
patterns. The sturdy yet lightweight 
backpacks will be perfect fit for carrying 
your garden produce and supplies! No 
experience necessary -- weavers of all 
levels are encouraged! 
 
The workshop will be held indoors at 
Lakeview Lutheran Church in Madison. 
Fees are $15 for Friends of Troy Gardens 
members, $25 for non-members, and 
participation is limited to 15 people.  
Contact Dana at dana@troygardens.org 
or 240-0409 to sign up. 
 

The Last CSA Pick-up 
for 2006 is Next Week! 
 

Upcoming Events  
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