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Figure 1: Diagram of the Troy Gardens Natural Areas*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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About Troy Gardens
Troy Gardens is a thirty-one acre conservancy
on the north side of Madison, Wisconsin
that combines an urban farm, community
gardens, restored prairie, restored woodlands,
youth gardens, edible landscapes, wildlife
habitat, an interpretive trail, and co-housing.
Led by a broad coalition of community
organizations, Troy Gardens has become an
innovative prototype that breaks new ground
in community-based planning and resource
management.
Troy Gardens is many projects rolled into
one. It is about feeding a community with
a culturally and economically diverse
population and teaching residents–both
young and old–the skills to grow and prepare
their own food. Troy Gardens brings nature
and natural ecosystems into an urban setting
and makes them available to everyone. Troy
Gardens is dedicated to providing affordable
housing, growing community ownership,
and cultivating a sense of place. It is about
community residents and local institutions
working together to preserve, sustain, and
strengthen their community.
A nonprofit organization, Community
GroundWorks (CGW), oversees the ongoing
collaboration between volunteer groups,
professionals, neighbors, board members,
and stewards at Troy Gardens. CGW provides
a variety of programs that teach the public
about gardening, urban farming, healthy
eating, and natural areas restoration.

Numerous volunteer opportunities exist
for individuals and groups at Troy Gardens.
Interns from a variety of disciplines assist
CGW staff with pilot projects, regular
program activities and/or special projects.
Stewards commit to increased involvement in
order to learn new skills and become active
beyond individual gardening and visiting.
And community groups representative of
professional organizations, educational
facilities, and non-profit organizations
regularly contact CGW looking for service
opportunities for groups.
Low Maintenance Design
Troy Gardens is maintained by CGW staff,
interns, stewards, and volunteer groups.
Because the individuals performing
maintenance tasks are constantly changing
and typically lack specialized training, it is
important that maintenance be kept as simple
and minimal as possible.
Most of the natural areas are designed to
mimic natural plant communities in which
desirable species are able to out-compete
undesirable species. Considerable effort was
required to establish these communities,
but once established, they are nearly selfmaintaining, with only minimal intervention
necessary to keep weeds in check. Special care
has been taken to select species that are hardy
and appropriate to the intended uses of each
area.

The mowed lawn is another low-maintenance
feature of Troy Gardens. Because there
are many different activities and land uses
coexisting at Troy Gardens, quiet areas in
between these spaces are essential for travel,
rest, and gathering. Lawn was chosen as the
ground cover for these spaces because when
strategically placed and properly cared for
in environmentally sensitive ways, mowed
lawn stabilizes soil structure and minimizes
weeds while allowing pedestrian access to
otherwise inaccessible areas. Over time,
mowed lawn areas will decrease weed species,
allow for relatively easy maintenance of trail
surfaces for safety and comfort, and provide
an essential separation between adjacent land
uses.
About This Project
The purpose of this project is to update and
improve the 2005 Troy Gardens Natural Areas
Management Plan and to plan for the areas
that will be addressed in the 2011 Master Plan
update.
Troy Gardens has undergone considerable
change from 2005-2010, including the
completion of the co-housing and greenhouse,
as well as the expansion of the Kids’ Garden.
Maintaining Troy Gardens in a way that
supports existing land uses and makes
provisions for the future is critical. This
ensures that Troy Gardens will continue to
excel over time through changing leadership,
changing land uses, changing environmental
conditions, and ever-increasing visibility.

Introduction
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2009 Management Plan Evaluation

Natural Areas Evaluation Categories

Revised Management Plan Organization

In 2009, ZDA conducted a comprehensive
evaluation of the 2005 management plan
in order to assist, guide, and improve the
maintenance of the Natural Areas and the
overall site of Troy Gardens. Collaborating
with stewards and local experts in a fourfold evaluation process, we accomplished the
following tasks.

Problem areas. These areas were not fully
programmed at the time of construction, have
a program that is no longer effective due to
changing uses, or were affected by easement
holders. The problem areas include:

In response to the recommendations provided
by the 2009 Troy Gardens Natural Areas
Management Plan Evaluation, this document is
divided into three parts:

1. We assessed the overall site, as well as
individual management areas taking into
consideration the intended purpose of
each area--designed or not designed, the
recommended maintenance practices, and the
conditions of the whole site as of August 2009.
2. We developed evaluation templates for
professionals and stewards to use to assess
the health and performance of the overall site
as well as individual management areas, and
to provide specific comments and feedback.
3. We distributed the evaluations and then
tabulated the results.
4. We conducted an evaluation charrette with
the stewards, to review the information and
develop an approach towards updating the
2005 management plan.
The findings of the 2009 evaluation provide
the basis for the revised management plan
and have been used to prioritize future
maintenance and planning. As a result, the
Natural Areas are categorized in the following
ways.
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•
•
•

Areas 2a: Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Old
Railroad & Wildlife Corridor
Area 2b: Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - ATC
Corridor
Area 7: Ornamental Prairie Garden

Functioning areas. These areas are classified
as such because as of August 2009, they are
appreciated by the community, serve their
intended purpose, and are critical components
of the natural areas. They are the backbone of
Troy Gardens and include site access, areas yet
to be developed, and developed areas that are
in transition. The functioning areas include:
•
•
•
•
•

Area 1: Overall Site
Area 2: Sol Levin Interpretive Trail
Area 2c: Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Old
Field
Area 4: Edible Landscape - Edible
Woodlands
Area 5: Edible Landscape - Hmong Herb
Garden

Excelling areas. These areas are the unique
features of Troy Gardens that are celebrated
by the community. The excelling areas include:
•
•
•
•

Area 3: Maple Woods Restoration
Area 6: Edible Landscape - Herb Garden
Area 8: Prairie Gathering Area
Area 9: Restored Prairie

Part I. The first part of this document includes
background information on the history, design,
land use, and maintenance strategies for each
Natural Area. It is a useful reference guide
and training tool for individuals and groups
that manage the Natural Areas. This section is
similar to the 2005 management plan.
Part II. The second part of this document
contains annual maintenance schedules for
each Natural Area. These schedules may be
used for planning and scheduling maintenance
and educational activities throughout the year.
This section has been greatly expanded since
the 2005 management plan.
Part III. The third part of this document
contains a record keeping system to assist in
scheduling and managing maintenance tasks.
Each area will have its own sheet to be used in
matching tasks to the individuals and groups
who will accomplish them. This section is
completely new.

Natural Areas

Sol Levin Interpretive Trail Plant List as Planted Summer 2004
Deciduous Trees
Sym. Common Name
Botanical Name
Co
Shagbark Hickory
Carya ovata
Jn
Black Walnut
Juglans nigra
Jg
Carpathian Walnut
Juglans nigra ‘Carpathian’
Ma
Wild Crabapple
Malus sp.
Md
‘Dolgo’ Bearing Crabapple
Malus sp.
Qa
White Oak
Quercus alba
Qb
Swamp White Oak
Quercus bicolor
Qm
Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa
Qr
Red Oak
Quercus rubra
Sc
Elderberry
Sambucus canadensis
Ta
Basswood
Tilia americana
Evergreen Trees
Sym. Common Name
Ji
‘Iowa’ Juniper
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Botanical Name
Juniperus chinensis species

Sol Levin Interpretive Trail
Installed 2004

Figure 2: Location of the Sol Levin Interpretive Trail

The Sol Levin Interpretive Trail provides
a self-guided walking tour that touches on
all aspects of Troy Gardens. It is dedicated
in memory of Sol Levin, the founder of the
Madison Area Community Land Trust, and
without whom Troy Gardens might not have
come into existence. The trail is designed
to familiarize visitors with Troy Gardens by
providing circulation throughout the site and
a variety of opportunities to interact with all
aspects of the site, including access to edible
landscapes along the way. The majority of the
trail surface is mowed grass, except where
the trail intersects with other areas such as
mulched or gravel paths. The trail slope is no
greater than five percent, and the width varies
from six to twenty feet. The total length is
approximately one mile.

With increased development within and
around Troy Gardens, it is important for
the overall health of the site to incorporate
specific management practices for the
areas that were identified as “problem” or
“functioning” areas. These areas have been
broken down into specific management areas
described in the following pages, and they
include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Old Field
ATC Corridor
Old Railroad & Wildlife Corridor
Main Entrance & Events Area

The trail begins at the main entrance to Troy
Gardens, at an information kiosk where the
Troy Gardens Interpretive Trail Guide is
provided. The trail sign system coordinates
with this guide and consists of two
information levels. The first level is comprised
of seven major kiosks marking destination
points, resting areas, and descriptions of the
destinations. The second information level is
made up of twenty-six numbered signposts
located along the trail marking various areas
of interest, land uses, plant species, and
historical information.

Natural Areas
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Figure 3: Diagram of the Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Old Field*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Old Field
Installed 2004
This area was initially incorporated into the
overall site as an area to be preserved in its
current condition as an old field. This served
to maintain the northern buffer of the site
with minimal maintenance, and to provide
connections to the overall trail system. This
area continues to be appreciated as a place to
walk, enjoy the successional growth of fruit
and nut trees, and to have access to the highest
point of the site in the northwest corner,
with views to the prairie, CSA farm, wildlife
corridor, community gardens and Troy Drive.
In the Natural Areas Restoration project, this
area was left relatively untouched, with the
exception of selective planting of fruit and
nut trees. Maintenance has been limited to
mowing the walking paths.
Figure 4: Location of the Sol Levin Interpretive Trail,
Old Field

Recommendations for this area include:
• Prune the trees and shrubs that are growing
into the trail.
• Clear the weeds from around the bases of
the planted nut trees. Add fertilizer, mulch,
and cages.
• Clear the weeds from around the bases of
the memorial oak trees. Mulch and prune in
the fall as needed.
• Promote mulberry production.
• Prune the wild crabapples and mulberries
as needed.
• Consider expanding the CSA lands.
These items are detailed in Part II.
Target date for completion: April 2012

According to the 2009 Evaluation, this area is
enjoyed as an unscripted, frontier-like walking
and relaxing area. Improvements could
include refining the trail system to include a
variety of trail types, and acknowledging that
an oak memorial garden has loosely developed
in the northwest corner. It was strongly
recommended that this area be actively
incorporated and promoted in the overall site.
This area has undergone significant land use
changes, including the death of several planted
trees, changes to the mowed path system, and
a reed canary grass eradication project.

Natural Areas
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Figure 5: Diagram of the Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - ATC Corridor*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - ATC Corridor
Installed 2004
This area defines the northeast edge of Troy
Gardens and serves as a protective barrier
from the ATC power line corridor, which
slopes very steeply down to the railroad and
housing area. The 2005 Management Plan
recommended the preservation of the existing
trees and shrubs as a visually and physically
impermeable border.

Figure 6: Location of the Sol Levin Interpretive Trail,
ATC Corridor

Unfortunately, ATC cut the vegetation in
this area to the ground in 2008-2009. The
2009 Natural Areas Evaluation revealed
overwhelming dissatisfaction with this change,
and considerable concern about the future
integrity, safety, and maintenance of this area.
Staff, stewards, and volunteers are concerned
that ATC will continue to execute complete
control over this area and be unwilling
to partner on future stewardship of Troy
Gardens. Left in its current state, the area is a
visual eyesore and a safety concern, as there is
no physical barrier to the power line area, the
steep hillside, or the railroad corridor below.

Recommendations for this area include:
Overall goal:
• Designate a professional, staff member, or
volunteer as a CGW/ATC liaison. The liaison’s
task is to establish communications with
ATC and work towards a mutually beneficial
maintenance plan for this area.
Target date: March 2012
Intermediate tasks:
• Post information and safety signs as
appropriate along the path edge until a
perimeter planting or other acceptable safety
measure is established.
Target date: April 2011
• Maintain the mowing regime for the trail as
per Overall Site Maintenance.
• Consider increasing the CSA boundary up
to the ATC property line and eliminating the
Interpretive Trail connection through this
area.
These items are detailed in Part II.

Professionals, staff, and stewards agree
that dialogue between CGW and ATC will be
essential to the successful future of this area.
And to this point, CGW has had no response
from ATC in regards to the management of
this area. It is highly recommended that CGW
designate an ATC liaison in order to form a
partnership on the maintenance of this area.
The overall goal is to create a maintenance
approach that meets the needs of both ATC
and Troy Gardens.
Natural Areas
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Figure 7: Diagram of the Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Old Railroad & Wildlife Corridor*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Sol Levin Interpretive Trail Old Railroad & Wildlife Corridor
Installed 2004
In order to support wildlife habitat and
provide for human safety, consensus in
the initial master planning process was to
leave this area unchanged. This may seem
ecologically and culturally counterintuitive, as
there is a nearly impenetrable community of
woody invasive species, a substantial culvert
set up to drain water from the northern part of
the site, and an eighteen inch capped railroad
bed. However, the decision to leave this area
nearly untouched was the thoughtful result
of community consensus on this area of Troy
Gardens.

Figure 8: Location of the Sol Levin Interpretive Trail,
Wildlife Corridor

Consisting of buckthorn, honeysuckle, and
boxelder, the woodland provides habitat for
a large number of local and migratory birds,
butterflies, insects, and other wildlife. The
woodland works in concert with the railroad
bed, which was determined to be too costly
to remove. During the land purchase, the
railroad bed was identified as a low-grade
contaminant by the Wisconsin DNR. It was
therefore capped with eighteen inches of
road gravel and a deed restriction of no land
disturbance or agricultural crops within a
minimum of eighteen feet of the centerline. It
is unsafe to grow edible foods here. However,
as a wildlife corridor and buffer between
adjacent land uses, this area has been effective
as maintained in its present state.

Increased staging and storage near the CSA
is encroaching on the northern edge of the
woodlands, and the backyards of the cohousing area are putting pressure on the
southern edge of the woodlands. This is a
prime location to address these land use
changes as well as the increasing pressures
of on-site stormwater. Increased visitors
and changing land uses have re-directed the
natural flow of the water, and this will be an
ideal place to provide infiltration and water
management. In addition, a plan for invasive
species management should be developed, and
green ash should be removed from this area.
If it is determined that the protective barrier
and wildlife habitat provided here are no
longer desired land uses, provisions must
be made to ensure that the railroad cap is
protected, and that no gardening or cultivation
takes place.
The 2009 Evaluation provided agreement
that this area should be addressed in the
2011 Master Plan update. Priorities can be
determined and the northern edge of this
area can be addressed. The northern edge
currently acts as the CSA haul path and is in
need of attention.
These items are detailed in Part II.
Target date for Master Plan: December
2011/January 2012.

The shifting of adjacent land uses has
placed significant pressure on this area.
Natural Areas
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Figure 9: Diagram of the Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Main Entrance & Events Area*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Sol Levin Interpretive Trail Main Entrance & Events Area
Installed 2004
Several of Troy Gardens’ land uses come
together in this area: the co-housing, Kids’
Garden, community gardens, entrance drive,
community gardens parking area, greenhouse,
the Sol Levin Interpretive Trailhead, and the
future enabling/universal garden area.

Figure 10: Location of the Main Entrance & Events
Area

The different needs these areas require, such
as parking, staging and storing of materials,
privacy, vehicle storage and access, wheelchair
access, etc., require the thoughtful layout of
what activities will happen where, and how
the people using these spaces will be able to
do their different activities in harmony. This
is a fantastic opportunity to look at potential
future needs for the existing land uses, and
anticipate the needs of future ones.

Maintenance in this area should focus on
protecting the “edges” of the co-housing, Kids’
Garden, community gardens, entrance drive,
community gardens parking area, greenhouse,
the Sol Levin Interpretive Trailhead, and
the future enabling/universal garden area.
Following the Overall Site Maintenance and
General Trail Maintenance procedures such
as mowing the lawn and trimming edges will
be important to maintaining the accessibility
of the trail and other walkable areas. It will be
important to provide access for people visiting
the greenhouse and the future enabling/
universal garden. Since people will travel to
these areas on foot and in vehicles, care must
be taken to: 1) keep the parking area clear, 2)
maintain the surface of the gravel greenhouse
loading area, and 3) maintain the surface of
the future enabling/universal garden.

This area is a natural low point on the site,
and is receiving increased stormwater beyond
its holding capacity with the addition of the
co-housing and new greenhouse. Looking at
ways to effectively increase infiltration and/
or provide proper drainage will be essential
in the next stages of planning so that farmers,
gardeners, visitors, and homeowners can use
and enjoy this space.
As recommended in the 2009 Evaluation, this
area will be addressed in the 2011 Master
Plan update. Care will be taken to address
stormwater management, and to provide room
for the needs of current and future land uses.

Natural Areas
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Maple Woods Restoration
Installed 2002-2003
A linear woodland, comprised of mature
and understory sugar maples, is located
on the western edge of the site adjacent
to the community gardens. Restoration of
this “Maple Lane” began in spring 2002
and served as the starting point for Troy
Gardens’ natural areas restoration. The
species composition in this area indicated
ongoing sugar maple regeneration, presenting
a unique opportunity to reestablish a maple
woodland. The restoration intended to allow
maple woodlands to develop by giving canopy
priority to sugar maples, removing invasive
species, removing overhanging trees on the
eastern edge of the woods, and reestablishing
the eastern ‘woods edge’ alongside the
community gardens.
Figure 11: Location of the Maple Woods Restoration

Initial restoration included the following:
• Removal of invasive and non-native
understory and ground layer species.
• Planting native woodland shrubs along the
woodland’s eastern edge. These understory
species encourage sugar maple regeneration
and discourage the growth of invasive species.

The result is a dynamic woodland with young
sugar maples succeeding aging ones, a healthy
understory of woodland shrubs, and a diverse
ground layer of native wildflowers. Wood chip
paths wind their way through the woodland,
providing access to seasonal changes and
distant views to other parts of the site.
Long-term maintenance goals for the Maple
Woods Restoration include the following:
Canopy Layer
• Monitor and selectively remove canopy trees
such as green ash, boxelder, and elms in order
to maintain sugar maple dominance. Prevent
the canopy from extending beyond the eastern
edge of woodland and into the shrub border;
adjacent community garden plots should not
be shaded. Selective removal of canopy trees
may be accomplished through cutting or
girdling. Consult with a forester.
• Prune mature sugar maples and canopy
trees as needed to maintain tree health.
Consult with an arborist.

• Planting of native wildflowers including
ephemerals and ground covers, adding
diversity and stability to the understory.
• Creating two-foot wide mulched footpaths
in the woodlands, providing access for
maintenance and protecting the understory
layers.
Natural Areas
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Mid-Story & Shrub Layer

Ground Layer

• Continue to remove invasive species such
as honeysuckle, buckthorn, boxelder, ash,
and grapevines, allowing for sugar maple
regeneration and shrub planting colonization.

• Maintain wood chip/log edge
trail system. Avoid adding new trails so as
not to disturb the colonization and spreading
of planted ephemerals and wildflowers and
new sugar maples. Monitor foot traffic and
encourage the use of the maintained trail
system for these reasons. An additional
footpath may be added in the southern maple
lane if desired. Consult with ZDA for layout
and placement of this path.

• Pruning the shrub border is not necessary
except for aesthetic concerns along lawn edge
or for dominance control. Renewal prune as
necessary.
• Selectively remove competing young sugar
maples to establish dominant future trees.

• Remove invasive and non-native weeds and
plants, especially garlic mustard and reed
canary grass.

Maple Woods Restoration Plant List as Planted Spring 2004
Trees
Sym. Common Name
Botanical Name
Al
Serviceberry
Amelanchier laevis
Ps
White Pine
Pinus strobus
Shrubs
Sym.
Ca
Cr
Eu
Ha
St
Vl
Vp
Vt

Common Name
American Filbert
Grey Dogwood
Wahoo
Witchhazel
Bladdernut
Nannyberry
Blackhaw Viburnum
Cranberrybush

Botanical Name
Corylus americana
Cornus racemosa
Euonymous atropurpurea
Hammamelis virginiana
Staphylea trifolia
Viburnum lentago
Viburnum prunifolium
Viburnum trilobum

Ferns
Sym.
ap
oc

Common Name
Maidenhair Fern
Interrupted Fern

Botanical Name
Adiantum pedatum
Osmunda claytoniana
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Ephemerals and Wildflowers
Sym. Common Name
aa
Baneberry
as
Ginger
at
Jack-in-the-Pulpit
ct
Blue Cohosh
ea
Dog Tooth Violet
gm
Geranium
he
Hepatica
pb
Solomon’s Seal
pd
Woods Phlox
pp
Mayapple
sm
False Solomon’s Seal
sr
Bloodroot
tg
Trillium
ug
Bellwort

• Monitor planted ephemeral and wildflower
areas, and replenish as needed. Species should
be kept to Southern Mesic Forest list as found
in “The Vegetation of Wisconsin” by John T.
Curtis, © 1959.
• After establishment, ephemerals may
be transplanted as needed to assist in
colonization and spreading of desired plants.
Do not allow disturbance of woodland ground
layer for any other reason than the above
listed maintenance procedures. Especially
do not allow the removal or disturbance of
organic matter.

Botanical Name
Actaea alba
Asarum canadensis
Arisaema triphyllum
Caulophyllum thalictoides
Erythronium albidum
Geranium maculatum
Hepatica acutiloba
Polygonatum biflorum
Phlox divaricata
Podophyllum palatatum
Smilacina racimosa
Sanyvinaria ranadensis
Trillium grandiflorum
Uvularia grandifolia

Figure 12: Diagram of the Maple Woods Restoration Layout Plan”
*a full-scale plan is available for reference

Natural Areas
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Edible Landscape - Edible Woodlands
Installed Fall 2004
The Edible Woodlands is a place to walk,
graze, pause, and rest, with a variety of views,
tastes, smells, textures, and experiences. Both
mowed and wood chip paths wind through
this landscape, connecting picnic areas,
transecting edible areas, providing long views
to important features, and preserving existing
specimen trees. The path system also takes
advantage of segments of the existing concrete
sidewalk, used in the past by pedestrians
walking from a train platform to a hotel. This
planted woodland is a multi-layered system
of canopy trees, understory trees, shrubs, and
ground covers that mix edible and ornamental
species for a multi-sensory experience.

Figure 13: Location of the Edible Woodlands-Edible Landscape

layer is planted with ‘Carefree Fescue,’ a lowgrowing grass that quickly forms a dense mat,
minimizing weeds and allowing for maximum
growth of the desired woodland species.
This area has changed significantly since being
planted in 2005. Many species have died, some
are struggling, and others are well established.
This area has been re-mapped, with a planting
plan to show existing plantings. Along with
the standard maintenance for this area,
we recommend special procedures and
supplemental plantings to be introduced from
2011-2013 as per ZDA’s recommendations in
this document.

The path system and gathering areas highlight
existing sixty- to eighty-foot tall, three- to
four-foot diameter sugar and silver maples,
as well as other species retained from the
initial clearing of the site including walnuts,
mulberries, black cherries, hackberries,
Russian olives, black raspberries, sumacs,
and asparagus. The introduced plant material
contains a variety of edible and ornamental
species, including nut-bearing trees and
shrubs, fruit trees, berries, and perennials.
Long-term maintenance of this diverse
woodland depends upon species dominance
during woodland development and species
desired by users. Species and plant groupings
were selected for edibility, food production,
colonization and woodland development, and
the ability to be self-maintaining. The ground
Natural Areas
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Edible Woodlands Plant List as Existing October 2010
Deciduous Trees
Sym. Common Name
Botanical Name
Ag
Amur Maple
Acer ginnala
Bp
White Birch/Paper Birch
Betula papyrifera
Ca
Pagoda Dogwood
Cornus alternifolia
Ci
Northern Pecan
Carya illinoensis
Ck
American Yellowwood
Cladris kentukea
Cp
Washington Hawthorn
Cratagus phaenopyrum
Gy
Kentucky Coffeetree
Gymnocladus dioicus
Ju
Butternut
Juglans cinerea
Mb
Bearing Apples
Malus species
Ms
Low-Gro Wild Crabapple
Malus species
Pa
Bearing Apricot
Prunus species
Pb
Bearing Plum
Prunus species
Pc
Bearing Sour Cherry
Prunus species
Pr
American Plum
Prunus americana
Pt
Quaking Aspen
Populus tremuloides
Py
Bearing Pear
Pyrus species
Qw
White Oak
Quercus alba
Ta
Basswood
Tilia americana
Evergreen Trees
Sym. Common Name
Jc
Upright Juniper
Ps
White Pine

Botanical Name
Juniperus chinensis sp.
Pinus strobus
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Deciduous Shrubs
Sym. Common Name
As
Running Serviceberry
Co
Hazelnut
Cr
Grey Dogwood
Dl
Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle
Ea
Burning Bush
Fs
‘Meadowlark’ Forsythia
Hv
Witch Hazel
Ph
‘Minnesota Snowflake’ Mockorange
Po
Ninebark
Ra
Fragrant Sumac
Ri
‘Red Lake’ Currant
Ro
‘Virginia’ Rose
Rs
‘Illini’ Blackberry
Sc
Elderberry
Sp
‘Miss Kim’ Lilac
Ss
Indiancurrant Coralberry
Sv
Purple & White Common Lilac
Vp
Blackhaw Viburnum
Ws
Red Prince Weigela
Evergreen Shrubs
Sym. Common Name
Js
Sea Green Juniper

Botanical Name
Amelanchier stolonifera
Corylus americana
Cornus racemosa
Diervilla lonicera
Euonymous alatus
Forsythia sp.
Hammamelis virginiana
Philadelphus sp.
Physocarpus opulifolius
Rhus aromatica
Ribes sp.
Rosa virginiana
Rubus sp.
Sambucus canadensis
Syringa patula sp.
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus

Syringa vulgaris
Viburnum prunifolium
Weigela florida
Botanical Name
Juniperus chinensis sp.

EDIBLE WOODLANDS

Figure 14: Diagram of the Edible Woodlands Existing Conditions as of October 2010*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference

Natural Areas

27

Existing Edible Woodland

Expanded Edible Woodland

Long-term maintenance goals for the Edible
Woodlands include the following:

Specific procedures to increase fruit and berry
production and wildlife habitat in this area
include (consult ZDA for specifics on timing
and placement of plants):

Canopy Layer
• Prune and shape as needed.
• Prune mulberry trees for fruit production.
• Remove existing walnut and hackberry
trees as indicated on the Edible
Woodlands Areas to be Developed plan
dated 12.30.10. (Figure 15)
Shrub Layer
• Remove invasive trees and shrubs with
grubbing and removal of all roots. Look
for buckthorn, box elder, elm, and wild
grape.
Ground Layer
• Remove invasive species such as reed
canary grass, garlic mustard, burdock,
foxtail, and leafy spurge, etc. by grubbing
out or skinning off and replanting with nomow fescue.
• Remove invasive plants by weed whipping
all stocks over the height of the no-mow
fescue.

A. Increase blackberry patch:
1. Strip sod and remove all other
vegetation.
2. Till in 6-8” of compost.
3. Plant blackberry canes 18” on center.
4. Mulch with wood chips.
B. Increase American plums as needed:
1. Remove invasive and unwanted
groundcovers.
2. Plant American plums as desired.
C. Add raspberry and blackcap patch as
per original plan:
1. Strip sod and till soil.
2. Add 10-12” of compost.
3. Install stake and wire fence system.
4. Plant canes and mulch.
D. Maintain and add to currant bed:
1. Weed and fertilize existing beds.
2. Strip sod to increase bed size.
3. Till in 6” of compost.
4. Plant currants and mulch.
E. Maintain and add to running
serviceberry beds:
1. Weed and fertilize existing beds.
2. Strip sod to increase bed size.
3. Till in 6” of compost.
4. Plant running serviceberry and mulch.
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F. Establish asparagus bed:
1. Strip off all vegetation.
2. Dig a 10” deep furrow and place
asparagus roots in the bottom.
3. Cover roots with manure and fill in
furrow with soil.
4. Mulch lightly.
5. Keep bed weeded.
G. Add to fruit trees, for example:
• bearing apples
• Low-Gro wild crabapple
• bearing apricot
• bearing plum
• bearing sour cherry
• American plum
• bearing pear
H. Add woodland and wildlife habitat:
(3) white pine
(2) white birch
(3) shadblow serviceberry
I.

Maintain Maple Corner:
• Remove buckthorn and thin maples.

J.

Add woodland and wildlife habitat:
(5) eastern redbud
(2) pagoda dogwood
(6) witherrod viburnum
(1) hemlock
(1) witchhazel

K. Add woodland and wildlife habitat:
(2) white birch
(3) shadblow serviceberry
(6) ninebark

Edible Woodlands
Areas to be developed

Figure 15: Diagram of the Edible Woodlands Areas to be Developed
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Figure 16: Diagram of the Edible Woodlands Areas
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Figure 17: Location of the Herb Garden and
Hmong Herb Garden

Edible Landscape – Herb Garden
Installed 2003

Edible Landscape – Hmong Herb Garden
Installed 2004

The Herb Garden was created by a University
of Wisconsin-Madison intern, Shabazz High
School students, Sherman Middle School
students, and members of the Farm and Field
Youth Program. This garden lies just south of
the Edible Woodlands. It provides a series of
interconnected wood chip paths that wind
through a variety of theme beds and meet in
a central gathering space. The plants in the
theme beds include culinary herbs, traditional
medicinal herbs, herbs used for teas and
drinks, perennial fruits and vegetables, and
plants used for textile dyes, health care, and
body care.

The Hmong Herb Garden was an idea born
out of one of many community design forums.
This garden was developed at the northern
edge of the community gardens, providing an
important transition into the northern part
of the site, as well as education and access
to traditional Hmong herbs. This garden is
tended by a group of Hmong community
gardeners and is open for the enjoyment
of all visitors to Troy Gardens. While the
plants within the garden are cared for by the
participating Hmong gardeners, this garden is
an important part of the edible landscape and
should be maintained according to the overall
site maintenance schedule listed in Part II of
this publication.

A dedicated steward has taken responsibility
for this garden and deserves much credit
for the Herb Garden’s success. In order to
maintain that success, it is recommended
that a certain amount of volunteer hours
be dedicated to providing support to this
steward. Examples of regularly required
maintenance tasks are mulch days, dig/divide
and weed days, planting days, and developing
a modest compost area specifically for this
garden.

To maintain connectedness to the whole of
Troy Gardens, it will be important to develop
a liaison to the Hmong community. This area
will be reviewed in the 2011 Master Plan
update.

Natural Areas
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Herb Garden

Figure 18: Diagram of the Herb Garden Site Plan*

*a full-scale plan is available for reference, plantings in this area change annually, and original plant list is no longer complete
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Figure 19: Diagram of the Hmong Herb Garden Site Plan*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Figure 20: Diagram of the Ornamental Prairie Garden Site Plan*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Ornamental Prairie Garden or
the Crossroads Area
Installed 2004
The Ornamental Prairie Garden extends from
the prairie towards the community gardens
and the southern part of Troy Gardens. This
half-acre garden is comprised of over three
thousand plants, with two-foot wide mulched
footpaths winding throughout. The intent
of this garden is to lay out masses of plants
typically found in the native prairie so that
they can be easily viewed and identified for
educational purposes. This layout also makes
the prairie plants readily accessible to visitors
with limited mobility.

Figure 21: Location of the Ornamental Prairie
Garden

This garden is the intersection where the
community gardens, railroad corridor, maple
woods restoration, herb garden, edible
landscapes, and prairie interface with one
another; and this garden, along with the
Hmong Herb Garden, can be seen from Troy
Drive. These two gardens are unique features
that draw visitors into the northern portion of
the site.
The Ornamental Prairie Garden demonstrates
the use of native prairie plants suitable for
perennial gardens and infiltration (rain)
gardens. The forbs were chosen for their
showy flowering heads and long blooming
habit. The grasses were chosen for their clump
forming habit. The plantings in this area have
signifcantly changed since planting, and the
original plant list is no longer complete, but is
available for referencing the 2005 Master Plan.

The Ornamental Prairie Garden was designed
to allow for natural plant colonization and
drift as the garden matures. The intent is for
the prairie plants to crowd out weed species
and to eventually be maintained according
to the maintenance schedule for the restored
prairie. Part of the reason that this has not yet
occurred is that this is a relatively large garden
requiring a high level of maintenance.
This area was identified in the 2009 Natural
Areas Evaluation as an area to be refined and
redesigned in the 2011 Master Plan update.
Continued maintenance as per the original
Management Plan will serve to stabilize the
area as it is evaluated and transitioned into
a different use. Because of its visibility and
location near the haul path, and at a central
crossroads between many land uses, this area
would be ideal for staging nursery plants,
holding workshops, demonstrations, and plant
sales, on-site transplanting, and as a gathering
space.
Issues that will be considered during the
re-planning of this space in 2011 will to be
evaluate the potential for decreasing the
size of the garden area to a maintainable
level, transitioning some of it into a staging,
demonstration or workshop area, and the
possibility of transplanting plants into the
edges of the prairie and grotto area.
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Prairie Restoration
Planted Fall 2003
Since 2003, the northwestern part of the site
witnessed the growth and development of
a four-acre tallgrass prairie. The prairie is
comprised of grasses, wildflowers, and other
plants that can reach heights of up to ten
feet. A symbolic remnant of the prairies that
used to cover over five-and-a-half-million
acres of southern Wisconsin, this prairie
reconstruction demonstrates a commitment to
native landscape restoration.

Figure 22: Location of the Prairie Restoration

Once established, prairie plants are able to
out-compete weed species, and maintenance
of the prairie is minimal. Although the prairie
is low maintenance, it is not maintenance
free. Mowing, hand pulling, weed whipping,
and controlled burning are the preferred
techniques for controlling invasive species.
The appropriate application of these measures
is outlined in the maintenance schedules in
this document.

from the 2005 Management Plan. Specific
attention should be paid to the outside edges
of the prairie and the edges of the 6’ wide
mowed path to the Grotto. This recommended
path width is crucial to maintain the intimate
connection with the prairie. If this is done, the
prairie will maintain its integrity over time as
a restored area, with a hidden respite in the
middle.
The schedules provided in this report were
adapted from the field guide entitled: “Troy
Gardens Prairie Restoration Management
Guidelines,” BioLogic Environmental
Consulting Services, © 2004.

Consistent record keeping is key to
successfully managing the prairie. Early
identification of weeds is essential to
controlling their outbreak. Suggested
record keeping techniques include photodocumentation, invasive species identification,
and regular recording of management
techniques and dates applied.
The Prairie Restoration was designated as
an “excelling area” in the 2009 Natural Areas
Management Plan Evaluation and maintenance
can continue as per the recommendations
Natural Areas
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Prairie Restoration Plant List as Planted 2003-2004
Source: Biologic Environmental Consulting

Grasses, Sedges, and Rushes

Ht

Comments

Andropogon gerardi Big Bluestem
Bouteloua curtipendula Side-oats Grama
Carex bicknellii Copper-shouldered Oval Sedge
Carex blanda Common Wood Sedge
Elymus canadensis Canada Wild Rye
Juncus tenuis Path Rush
Panicum virgatum Switch grass
Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem
Sorghastrum nutans Indian Grass
Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie Dropseed

3-8’
2-3’
1-3’
3-6”
3-6’
4-10”
3-6’
2-3’
3-6’
2-4’

Tall; aggressive; purple tinged foliage/flower
Short stature; orange “flower”
Oval shaped flowers at tips of stems
Broad leaves; grows readily
Short lived; cool season; curly seed head
Tolerates compacted soil/foot traffic; fine texture
Can be aggressive; tall, but fine textured
Fine texture; white feathery seed head
Rich golden brown feather-like seed head
Forms arching mounds; elegant; fragrant

Bloom Time

Ht

Comments

AMJJASO
MJJ
AMJ
MJJ
JAS
JJA
SO
ASO
ASO
SO
JJA
JJ
JAS
JAS
JJA
JJA
JJA
AMJ
JJ
JAS
JJA
JAS
JAS
JJAS
AS
ASO
JAS

6-20’
1-3’
2-4’
2-3’
2-3’
1-4’
3-5’
2-5’
2-5’
1-4’
3-4’
3-6’
3-5’
12-30”
1-3’
12-18”
4-6”
2-4’
3-5’
2-4’
2-6’
2-3’
2-5’
2-4’
1-4’
2-3’

Forbs (wild flowers)

Color

Allium canadense Wild Garlic
Pink
Aquilegia canadensis Wild Columbine
Red/yel
Arabis glabra Tower Mustard
Crm
Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed
Crm-pink
Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Weed
Org
Aster azureus Sky Blue Aster
Blue
Aster laevis Smooth Aster
Blue
Aster novae-angliae New England Aster
Purp-blue
Aster pilosus Frost Aster
Wht
Astragalus canadensis Canada Milk Vetch
Crm-yel
Baptisia leucantha White Wild Indigo
Wht
Cacalia atriplicifolia Pale Indian Plantain
Wht
Campanula americana Tall Bellflower
Blue
Coreopsis palmata Stiff Coreopsis
Yel
Petalostemum candidum White Prairie Clover Wht
Petalostemum purpurea Purple Prairie Clover Purp
Dodecatheon meadia Shooting Star
Lav-wht
Echinacea pallida Pale Purple Coneflower
Lav
Eryngium yuccifolium Rattlesnake Master
Wht
Euphorbia corollata Flowering Spurge
Wht
Helianthus laetiflorus Showy Sunflower
Yel
Helianthus occidentalis Western Sunflower
Yel
Heliopsis helianthoides Ox Eye Sunflower
Yel
Kuhnia eupatorioides False Boneset
Crm-Wht
Lespedeza capitata Roundhead Bush Clover
Crm-Grn
Liatris aspera Blazing Star
Purp
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Edible bulb dividable; butterfly plant
Butterfly plant; self sows
Pale green foliage with whitish bloom; biennial
Butterfly plant; very showy; monarch larvae food source
Butterfly plant; very showy; monarch larvae food source

Sky blue color; butterfly plant
Butterfly plant; foliage is smooth; butterfly plant
Butterfly plant; very showy; late season color
Butterfly plant; abundant, small flowers
Pea-like flowers held above foliage; legume
Interesting seed pods; legume; long-lived
Leaves white underneath; red stem; distinctive foliage
Biennial; butterfly plant; flowers star-like
Butterfly plant; spreads
Butterfly plant; fine texture foliage; legume
Butterfly plant; very showy; very fine texture foliage
Flower looks like a shooting star; spreads slowly
Butterfly plant; very showy; threatened in WI
Attracts many small insects; butterfly plant
Seed head explodes to disperse seeds
Flowers have purple centers; spreads
Spreads by rhizomes; short stature sunflower
Forms clumps; butterfly plant
Erect stem with flat flower cluster; gray-green foliage
Interesting winter texture; nitrogen fixer
Very showy; butterfly plant

Forbs (wild flowers)

Color

Bloom Time

AMJJASO
Liatris pycnostachya Prairie Blazingstar
Purp
JAS
Monarda fistulosa Bergamot
Lav
JAS
Monarda punctata Dotted Mint
Crm & purp
JA
Oenothera biennis Common Evening Primrose Yel
JJAS
Penstemon digitalis Smooth Penstemon
Wht-pur
JJ
Polygonatum biflorum Solomon’s Seal
Yel
JJ
Potentilla arguta Tall Cinquefoil
Yel
JAS
Ratibida pinnata Yellow Coneflower
Yel
JAS
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan
Yel
JJASO
Rudbeckia subtomentosa Swt. Black Eyed Susan
Yel
ASO
Rudbeckia triloba Branched Coneflower
Yel
JASO
Silphium integrifolium Rosin Weed
Yel
JAS
Silphium laciniatum Compass Plant
Yel
JJAS
Silphium perfoliatum Cup Plant
Yel
JAS
Silphium terebinthinaceum Prairie Dock
Yel
JAS
Solidago graminifolia Grass-leaved Goldenrod Yel
JAS
Solidago rigida Stiff Goldenrod
Yel
ASO
Solidago speciosa Showy Goldenrod
Yel
ASO
Tradescantia ohiensis Spiderwort
Blue
MJ
Verbena stricta Hoary Vervain
Blue
JAS
Vernonia fasciculata Ironweed
Purp
JAS
Veronicastrum virginicum Culver’s Root
Wht
JJA
Zizia aptera Heartleaf Golden Alexanders
Yel
AMJ
Zizia aurea Golden Alexanders
Yel
AMJ

Shrubs

Color

Amorpha canescens Lead Plant
Ceanothus americanus New Jersey Tea
Rosa blanda Early Prairie Rose

AMJJASO
Purp & gold
JJA
Wht
JJA
Pink
JJ

Bloom Time

Ht
3-4’
2-4’
6-30”
2-6’
2-4’
2-5’
12-40”
3-5’
2-3’
3-6’
2-4’
4-8’
4-8’
4-8’
4-8’
2-4’
1-5’
1-4’
2-4’
3-6’
4-6’
3-6’
1-3’
1-3’

Ht
30-40”
18-36”
3-5’

Comments
Very showy; butterfly plant
Butterfly and humming bird plant; mint aroma
Biennial; flower small but very showy; butterfly plant
Biennial; interesting wintertime texture
Leaf finely toothed; readily self sows
Arching form with hanging flowers; blue-black berries

Lower leaves feather-divided
Short-lived colonizer; butterfly plant; aromatic seed head

Biennial; pioneer; butterfly plant
Large, downy flower heads; butterfly plant
Biennial; butterfly plant; very showy
Tall; unbranched; birds eat seeds
Prairie giant; awesome; butterfly and bird plant
Birds drink from leaf “cups”; butterfly plant
Taproots reach 9-12’ deep; butterfly & bird plant
Grass-like foliage; small but abundant flowers
Butterfly plant; roots penetrate to 15’
Butterfly plant; one of the showies
Butterfly plant; forms arching clumps
Butterfly plant; foliage is finely hairy
Butterfly plant; very showy; rich color
Long flower spike; butterfly plant
Heart-shaped leaves; butterfly plant
Butterfly plant

Comments
Shrub; butterfly plant; gray-green foliage
Shrub; butterfly plant; large clusters of flowers
Shrub; butterfly plant; red rose hips in fall
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Figure 23: Diagram of the Prairie Gathering Area Layout Plan*
*a full-scale plan is available for reference
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Prairie Gathering Area - “The Grotto”
Installed 2004

Figure 24: Location of the Prairie Gathering Area

Hidden inside the prairie is a sacred gathering
area—an idea developed by students,
community members, and landscape
architects during several design forums. This
idea found physical form as a sunken grotto
adjacent to an open sunny lawn. The grotto
is shaped by several two-to-three-thousandpound sandstone outcropping boulders. The
boulders were gathered from the bluffs of
southwestern Wisconsin and donated by Steve
Stoddard. Each boulder was carefully placed
to carve out the small area that provides a
comfortable space in any season – a cool
respite in summer and a warm oasis of
captured sun on the rocks in winter. A layer of
trap rock at the bottom of the grotto provides
an easily maintained and comfortable outdoor
‘carpet’ to walk or sit on, friendly even to bare
feet. A winding mowed path connects the
grotto and the interpretive trail.

The Prairie Gathering Area was designated as
an “excelling area” in the 2009 Natural Areas
Management Plan Evaluation and should be
maintained as previously outlined. Special
care must be take to maintain the access path’s
width at six feet.

Hugging the south side of the grotto is a grassy
area inhabited by a donated thirty-year-old
bur oak, moveable benches, and a wooden
resting platform. The bur oak is representative
of tree species typically found in native
prairies and savannas of Wisconsin. The oak’s
tough bark allows it to withstand the natural
fire patterns of the prairie. When surrounded
by tallgrass prairie at its full summer height,
the oak is the only visual marker of this special
gathering space from other parts of Troy
Gardens.

Natural Areas
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Maintenance Schedules

mowing & trimming

The following schedules are provided to guide annual maintenance of the Troy Gardens Natural Areas. Each Natural Area is described with
activities organized by month. The following abbreviations indicate suggested personnel to carry out the various maintenance tasks:
(CGW) Community GroundWorks staff/intern, (ST) steward/workshop, (P) professional, or (V) volunteer group.

Overall Site Maintenance
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

General:
1. Clean up and monitor site for debris: piles of litter, etc.
2. Keep records of clean up activities.
3. Keep lawn areas free from obstructions including garden debris,
compost piles, rocks, sticks, temporary storage structures, etc.

Oct

Nov

Dec

Nov

Dec

CGW/ST

Mowing & Trimming:
A suggested approach is to dedicate 3-5 hrs/week to get the whole site done each month.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Mow weekly during heavy growth periods (e.g. after rain).
Mow weekly or bi-weekly during slower growth periods.
Mow lawn areas to 3-4” height.
Weed whip or trim ALL lawn edges including signs, rocks, gardens,
plantings, seating areas, buildings, etc.

CGW/P

Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - General
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Maintain & update Troy Gardens Interpretive Trail Guide, monitor sign posts & kiosks for damage & weathering & repair as necessary,
update kiosk display information.
Mow & weed whip as per Overall Site Maintenance.
CGW/P

CGW

Fertilize (organic), portions of trail that are
heavily used & under stress.
CGW/ST
Prune shrubs and trees that are growing into the trail, as needed.
Continue trail maintenance and upgrading to include evening of trail surface by grading,
adding topsoil, seeding & mulching, adding gravel to gravel areas as necessary.
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ST/V
ST/V/P

Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Old Field
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Follow all procedures as per Trail General Maintenance, except NO fertilizer.
*Wild crabapple & mulberries - prune
as needed.
ST/P/V

Dec
CGW/ST/P/V

Prune shrubs and trees that are growing into the trail, as needed,
after bird nesting season.
ST/P/V
*Planted nut trees - clear
weeds around trees,
fertilize & mulch, add
cages.
ST/P/V

*Planted nut trees - clear weeds
around trees, fertilize & mulch, add
cages.
ST/P/V
*Memorial oaks - clear weeds around
trees, mulch, prune in fall as needed as
per DNR regulations.
ST/P/V

*Memorial oaks - clear
weeds around trees,
mulch, prune in fall
as needed as per DNR
regulations.
ST/P/V

*Timing of pruning activities can be modified as needed, based on site conditions, availability of equipment, and personnel.

Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - ATC Corridor
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Follow all procedures as per Trail General Maintenance, except NO fertilizer.

Dec
CGW/ST/P/V
CGW/P

Coordinate vegetation management with ATC in easement area.

Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Old Railroad & Wildlife Corridor
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Follow all procedures as per Trail General Maintenance, except NO fertilizer.
Maintain 18” gravel cap over railroad tracks as per acquisition agreement.

Oct

Nov

Dec
CGW/ST/P/V

Prune shrubs and trees that are growing into the trail, as needed, and remove ash & elms infected by Dutch Elm Disease whenever possible. ST/P/V
Coordinate vegetation management with MG&E in easement area.
CGW/P
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Maple Woods Restoration
Jan

Feb

Mar

1. Remove garlic mustard via torching.
2. Selective removal via canopy
pruning or tree girdling by
professional arborist.

CGW/ST/P

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Weed removal of garlic mustard (bag & remove from site by early June), and
other invasive species (reed canary grass, burdock, etc.) via hand-pulling or
weed whipping.
ST/V
Mow lawn edge & weed whip borders weekly or as needed during growing season.
Monitor planted wildflower areas for
weed control & removal to assist in
wildflower establishment,
ST
dig & divide as needed.
Grub out & remove invasive mid-story plants
(honeysuckle, buckthorn, boxelder, elms, wild grape).
Prune to remove dead wood from shrub bed plants to allow for natural
growth/colonization. DO NOT prune out new suckers.
ST
Thin out sugar maple saplings.

CGW/P

ST/V

ST/P

Gravel haul path: regrade & topdress with 3-4” of 3/4” road gravel, topped with 2” of 3/4” clear gravel.
Wood chip mulch 4-6” thick for shrub beds & paths.

V

V

Edible Landscape - Edible Woodlands
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Remove invasive species.

Sept

Oct

Nov

ST/V

1. Begin regular mowing & edge trimming after grass establishment, weekly throughout growing season.
2. Hand weed or weed whip No-Mow Fescue areas.
CGW/P
Remove
Mulch &
Apply tree
wire cages
fertilize
wrap and
& tree wrap (organic)
install wire
from fruit fruit trees.
cages as
V
trees. V
needed. ST/V
*Prune orchard trees
*Prune orchard
& berries as necessary.
trees & berries as
Fertilize (organic)
necessary.ST/P
ST/P
all planted material.ST
*Prune
dead
branches
Amelanchier & currants: weed, mulch, cultivate & establish beds.
*Prune dead branches
ST/V from shrubs & trees as
from shrubs & trees as
Update, replace & provide metal I.D. tags
necessary.
necessary.
to help with plant identification.
CGW/ST
ST/P
ST/P
Mulch paths as needed, 3-4” wood chip mulch.
V
Replant as per Edible Woodlands Areas to be Developed Plan, 12-30-10. (Figure 15)
Solicit donations of plant materials AS PER PLANT LIST.
CGW/ST
Water newly planted species & producing species
in times of drought, as needed.
V
*Timing of pruning activities can be modified as needed, based on site conditions, availability of equipment, and personnel.
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Dec

Edible Landscape - Herb Garden
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Mow & weed whip edges of lawn according to Overall Site Maintenance. CGW/P
Re-mulch wood chip paths and gathering areas 3-4” thick, as needed.
V
Intensively hand-weed all bed areas, min. 1x per month (min. 6x per year) ST
Remove dead plant
Replant annual herbs. ST
material via
Weed, fertilize, &
dead-heading. ST
mulch all garden

Dig & divide.

ST

areas w/compost
2-3” thick,
(5-6 cu yd). ST/V

Prune raspberries. ST
Dig & divide.
ST

Edible Landscape - Hmong Herb Garden
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Nov

Dec

Mow & weed whip edges of lawn according to Overall Site Maintenance. CGW/P
Remove debris & dead plant material from garden and garden area.
ST/V
Mulch path as needed, 3-4” wood chips.

V

Ornamental Prairie Garden
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Weed whip edges of garden area, & mow perimeter lawn path as
outlined in Overall Site Maintenance.
CGW/P
Mulch path as needed, 3-4” wood chips.
Maintain/repair wooden stick fencing along paths as necessary.
V
Remove weeds & invasive species throughout the growing season. ST/V
Remove dead plant material via
spring clean-up. ST/V
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Prairie Restoration
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Mow & weed whip edges & path according to Overall Site Maintenance.
Note: Mow path THROUGH prairie & TO gathering area NO WIDER than 6’. CGW/P
Prairie Edges:
1. Add transplanted nursery stock from Area 7 - Ornamental Prairie Garden
along edges of the path, & gathering area to enhance plant quality & diversity. ST
*Conduct
*Conduct
prairie burn,
prairie burn,
consult w/
consult w/
restoration
restoration
ecologist. P
ecologist. P
Remove weeds & invasive species (e.g. reed canary grass, spotted knapweed, yellow & white sweet clover,
etc.) before they set seed, bag & remove from site.
ST

Overseed if necessary.
Spot plant if necessary.

Overseed if necessary. ST/P
Spot plant if necessary. ST/P

ST/P

ST/P

*Timing of burn can be modified as needed, based on site conditions and recommendation of restoration ecologist.

Prairie Gathering Area
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Mow & weed whip according to Overall Site Maintenance.
Note: Mow path THROUGH prairie and TO gathering area NO WIDER than 6’.

CGW/P

Oak Tree:
*Prune as needed as per DNR
guidelines.

Prairie Edges, around Grotto and Path:
1. Add transplanted nursery stock from Area 7 - Ornamental Prairie Garden
along edges of the path, & gathering area to enhance plant quality & diversity.
2. Hand weed as necessary.
ST

Oak Tree:
Oak Tree:
1. Water as needed throughout growing season. V
*Prune as needed as per
DNR guidelines.
P
P 2. Remove &/or rake back wood chip mulch around base of tree & fertilize,
DO NOT replace bark mulch. V
Note: tree has settled over the past 6 years & adding mulch around the base of the trunk will
deteriorate the tree trunk and health of the tree.
Grotto Area:
V
1. Remove debris from gravel area, in grotto & top dress with gravel as needed.
2. Plant cracks between rocks for erosion prevention as needed
(suggested species: sedums & prairie plants).
ST/V
3. Remove thorny rose plant from sitting rock to the left (north) of entry steps.
CGW
Prohibit campfires in Grotto area.
CGW

*Wisconsin DNR advises to avoid pruning, cutting, or wounding oak April through July in the urban setting. To take a very cautious approach, do not prune or
otherwise wound oaks from April to October. Source: http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/fh/oakwilt/.
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Recordkeeping

The following schedules are provided to guide annual maintenance of the Troy Gardens Natural Areas. Each Natural Area is described with activities organized by month. The following abbreviations indicate suggested personnel to carry out the various maintenance tasks:
(CGW) Community GroundWorks staff/intern, (ST) steward/workshop, (P) professional, or (V) volunteer group.

Overall Site Maintenance Tasks & Schedule
Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

General:
1. Clean up & monitor site for debris: piles of litter, etc.
2. Keep records of clean up activities.
3. Keep lawn areas free from obstructions including garden
debris, compost piles, rocks, sticks, temporary storage
CGW/ST
structures, etc.
Mowing & Trimming:
A suggested approach is to dedicate 3-5 hrs/week to get the
whole site done once each month.
1. Mow weekly during heavy growth periods (e.g. after rain).
2. Mow weekly or bi-weekly during slower growth periods.
3. Weed whipping/trimming frequency should coincide with
mowing regimen.
4. Mow lawn areas to 3-4” height.
5. Weed-whip or trim ALL lawn edges including signs, rocks,
gardens, plantings, seating areas, buildings, etc. CGW/P
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Overall Site Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - General
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

General Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Maintain & update Troy Gardens Interpretive Trail Guide,
monitor sign posts & kiosks for damage & weathering & repair as
necessary, update kiosk display information.
CGW
Mow & weed whip as per Overall Site
Maintenance. CGW/P
Fertilize (organic), portions
of trail that are
heavily used & under
stress. CGW/ST
Prune shrubs and trees that are growing into the trail,
as needed.
ST/V
Continue trail maintenance and upgrading to include evening
of trail surface by grading, adding topsoil, seeding & mulching,
adding gravel to gravel areas as necessary.
ST/V/P
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Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Old Field
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Follow all procedures as per Trail General Maintenance, except NO
fertilizer.
CGW/ST/P/V
*Wild crabapple
Prune shrubs and trees
& mulberries
that are growing into the
- prune as
trail, as needed, after bird
needed.
nesting season.
ST/P/V
ST/P/V
*Planted nut
*Planted
trees:clear
nut trees
weeds around
:clear
trees, fertilize,
weeds
mulch, add
around
cages.
trees,
ST/P/V
fertilize,
*Memorial oaks:
mulch,
clear weeds
add cages.
ST/P/V
around trees,
*Memorial
mulch, prune in
oaks: clear
fall as needed
weeds
as per DNR
around
regulations.
trees,
ST/P/V
*Timing of pruning activities can be modified as needed, mulch,
based on site conditions, availability of equipment, and prune
in fall as
personnel.
needed as
per DNR
regulations.
ST/P/V
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Old Field Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - ATC Corridor
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

ATC Corridor Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Follow all procedures as per Trail General Maintenance, except NO
fertilizer.
CGW/ST/P/V
Coordinate vegetation management with ATC in easement area.
CGW/P
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Sol Levin Interpretive Trail - Wildlife Corridor
Wildlife Corridor Maintenance Records Year _________
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Follow all procedures as per Trail General Maintenance,
except NO fertilizer.
Maintain 18” gravel cap over railroad tracks
as per acquisition agreement. CGW/ST/P/V
Prune shrubs and trees that are growing into the trail, as needed,
and remove ash & elms infected by Dutch Elm Disease whenever
ST/P/V
possible.
Coordinate vegetation management with MG&E in easement area.
CGW/P
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Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Maple Woods Restoration
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1. Remove
garlic mustard
via torching.
2. Selective
removal via
canopy pruning
or tree girdling
by professional
arborist.
CGW/ST/P

Maple Woods Restoration Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Weed removal of garlic mustard
(bag & remove from site by early
June), and other invasive species
(reed canary grass, burdock,
etc.) via hand-pulling or weed
whipping.
ST/V
Mow lawn edge & weed whip borders
weekly or as needed during growing
CGW/P
season.
Monitor planted
wildflower
areas for
weed control
& removal
to assist in
wildflower
establishment,
dig & divide as
needed. ST

Grub out & remove invasive
mid-story plants (honeysuckle,
buckthorn, boxelder, elms, wild
grape).
ST/V
Prune to remove dead wood
from shrub bed plants to allow
for natural growth/colonization.
DO NOT prune out new suckers.
ST
Thin out sugar
maple saplings.
ST/P

Gravel haul path: regrade & topdress
with 3-4” of 3/4” road gravel, topped
with 2” of 3/4” clear gravel. V
Wood chip mulch 4-6” thick for shrub
V
beds & paths.
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Edible Landscape - Edible Woodlands
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Edible Landscape - Edible Woodlands Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

V

Apply tree wrap and install wire cages as needed.

Remove wire cages & tree
wrap from fruit trees.
Mulch & fertilize
Fertilize (organic) (organic) fruit trees.
all planted
material.

Remove invasive species.
ST/V
1. Begin regular mowing & edge trimming
after grass establishment, weekly
throughout growing season.
2. Hand weed or weed whip No-Mow
Fescue areas.
CGW/P

V
ST/V
*Prune
*Prune
orchard
orchard
trees &
trees &
berries
berries as
as necnecessary.
ST
essary. Amelanchier & currants:
ST/P
ST/P weed, mulch, cultivate &
*Prune
establish beds. ST/V *Prune
Update, replace & provide
dead
dead
branches metal I.D. tags to help with branches
plant identification.
from
from
CGW/ST shrubs &
shrubs &
trees as
trees as
necessary.
necessary.
ST/P
ST/P
Mulch paths as needed, 3-4” wood
chip mulch. CGW/ST
Replant as per Edible Woodlands
Areas to be Developed Plan, 12-30-10.
(Figure 15)
Solicit donations of plant materials
V
AS PER PLANT LIST.
Water newly planted species &
producing species in times of
V
drought, as needed.

*Timing of pruning activities can be modified as needed, based on site conditions, availability of equipment, and personnel.
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Edible Landscape - Herb Garden
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Edible Landscape - Herb Garden Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Re-mulch wood chip paths and
gathering areas 3-4” thick, as needed.
V
Remove Intensively hand-weed all bed
dead plant areas, min. 1x per month (min.
material 6x per year)
ST
via dead- Replant
Prune
heading. ST annual
raspberherbs. ST
ries. ST
Dig & divide. Weed,
ST fertilize,
& mulch
all
garden
areas
w/compost
2-3”
thick,
(5-6
cu yd).

Dig & divide.
ST
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Edible Landscape - Hmong Herb Garden
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mow & weed whip edges of lawn
according to Overall Site Maintenance.
CGW/P
Remove debris & dead plant material
from garden and garden area.
ST/V
Mulch path as needed, 3-4” wood
chips.
V
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Edible Landscape - Hmong Herb Garden Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Ornamental Prairie Garden
Tasks & Schedule
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Ornamental Prairie Garden Maintenance Records Year _________
Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Weed whip edges of garden area, &
mow perimeter lawn path as
outlined in Overall Site Maintenance.
CGW/P
Mulch path as needed, 3-4” wood
chips.
Maintain/repair wooden stick fencing
along paths as necessary.
V
Remove weeds & invasive
species throughout the growing
ST/V
season.
Remove
dead plant
material via
spring cleanup. ST/V
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Prairie Restoration
Tasks & Schedule

Prairie Restoration Maintenance Records Year _________

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

P

*Conduct prairie burn (consult w/restoration ecologist.

*Conduct prairie burn (consult w/restoration ecologist.

P

Mow & weed whip edges & path
according to Overall Site Maintenance.
Note: Mow path THROUGH prairie &
TO gathering area NO WIDER than 6’.
CGW/P
Prairie Edges:
1. Add transplanted nursery
stock from Area 7 - Ornamental
Prairie Garden along edges
of the path, & gathering area
to enhance plant quality &
diversity.
ST

Remove weeds & invasive species (e.g. reed
canary grass, spotted knapweed, yellow
& white sweet clover, etc.) before they set
seed, bag & remove from site.
ST
Overseed
Overseed if
if
necessary.
necessary.
ST/P
ST/P
Spot
Spot
plant if
plant if
necessary.
necessary.
ST/P
ST/P
*Timing of burn can be modified as needed, based on site
conditions and recommendation of restoration ecologist.
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Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Prairie Gathering Area
Tasks & Schedule

Prairie Gathering Area Maintenance Records Year _________

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Date
Complete

Who

Notes: phenology, wildlife, weather, etc.

Mow & weed whip according to
Overall Site Maintenance.
Note: Mow path THROUGH prairie and
TO gathering area NO WIDER than 6’.
CGW/P
Prairie Edges, around Grotto
and Path:
1. Add transplanted nursery
stock from Area 7 - Ornamental
Prairie Garden along edges of
the path, & gathering area to
enhance plant quality & diversity.
2. Hand weed as necessary. ST
Oak Tree:
*Prune as
needed as per
DNR guidelines.
P

Oak Tree:
1. Water as needed throughout
growing season. V
2. Remove &/or rake back wood chip
mulch around base of tree & fertilize,
DO NOT replace bark mulch. V

Oak Tree:
*Prune as
needed as
per DNR
guidelines. P

Note: tree has settled over the past 6
years & adding mulch around the base
of the trunk will deteriorate the tree
trunk and health of the tree.
Grotto Area:
1. Remove debris from gravel area,
in grotto & top dress with gravel as
needed. V
2. Plant cracks between rocks
for erosion prevention as needed
(suggested species: sedums & prairie
plants). ST/V
3. Remove thorny rose plant from
sitting rock to the left (north) of entry
CGW
steps.
Prohibit campfires in Grotto area.

CGW

*Wisconsin DNR advises to avoid pruning, cutting, or wounding
oak April through July in the urban setting. To take a very cautious
approach, do not prune or otherwise wound oaks from April to
October. Source: http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/fh/oakwilt/.
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